LiveLy DoCUMENTARIES ON THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

Yippisu SouL

Directed by Turi Finocchiaro and Nathalie Rossetti

This charming film documents the revival and
popularity of Yiddish music in today's Europe. It is
now considered “world music” and has become
the passion of a new generation of artists both
Jewish and non-Jewish. The films takes us on a
musical tour of performances by artists from all
over Europe, highlighting singers Karsten Troyke
from Germany and Shura Lipovsky of the
Netherlands. One of the features of the film is the
subtitling of Yiddish lyrics so that an American
audience can fully appreciate the songs.

The performers explain why they became attract- |
ed to this music. While some of the artists infro-
duce lyrical innovations, most of them interpret
the repertoire as faithfully as possible. The per-
formances and the enthusisatic audiences con-
firm that although Hitler killed the “shtetl” life but
he was not able to silence its music.

53 min.Video or DVD. Sale $295. Video rental $85.
@ (Hicaco EuropeanFiLM Festiva, 2006
@ Jewish FiM Festivars, MELBOURNE AND SYDNEY, 2006 -

@ Jewisu Eve Fum Festivar, IsraeL, 2006 e - :
e —

See also Concert Yiddish Soul inside.

FII.MAKERS I.IBRARY 124 East 40th Street New York, NY 10016 Tel: 800 555-9815 Fax: 212 808-4983 Website: www.filmakers.com email: info@filmakers.com
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ConcerT YippisH Soul

Directed by Turi Finocchiaro and Nathalie Rossetti

Lovers of Klezmer and Yiddish music are treated to
the performance of the musicians appearing in
Yiddish Soul: vocalists Chava Alberstein, Myriam
Fuks, Shura Lipovsky, Karsten Troyke, the KlezRoym
ensemble and a host of falented accompanists.

Playing fo a packed house in Brussels in 2005, their
mournful and ecstatic tunes continue to evoke a
rich tapestry of European Jewish life from the
Middle Ages through the Second World War.
Dance-happy rabbis, starry-eyed lovers and the
longing for distant homelands are but a sampling
of themes within the expansive canon.

The jubilance and suffering of the songs attest fo the
history of the Yiddish language as the mouthpiece
for European Jewry on topics as diverse as religion,
politics and love. They move us with their celebro-
tions of life in the face of unimaginable hardship.

43 min. DVD. Sale $295. Rental $85.
& SanFrancisco Jewisu Firv Festivar, 2007

Tue LonGiNG

Tue ForcorTen Jews or Souts AMERICA
A documentary by Gabriela Bé6hm

A small group of
South Americans
are eager fo
affirm their Jewish
faith. Their ances-
tors —Spanish
Jews —were
forced to convert
during the
Inquisition. Even
after centuries of living in the New World as
Catholics and infermarrying, their families still man-
aged to secretly pass down some Jewish traditions
from generation to generation. These practices
have convinced them that they were originally Jews
and fuel their desire fo convert.

The Longing, set in Ecuador, tells the story of a group
of “‘conversos” attempting to regain their birthright.
Among those featured are three women who trav-
eled 36 hours rounditrip, by bus, from Colombia and
a couple from a small Ecuadorian fown. On the
Internet, they have found an American rabbi from
Kansas City committed to helping “lost Jews”
throughout the world reclaim their identities. For two
years they have studied online, following the rabbi's
conversion course to Judaism. Now they are meet-
ing the rabbi in Guayaaquil, Ecuador. When the rabbi
arrives, he finds the local established Jewish com-
munity uncooperative. The congregation is suspi-
cious of the group’s claim fo their Jewish roots, even
locking the Temple doors against these outsiders.
Ultimately, the rabbi is able to get several local Jews
to reluctantly participate in the conversion.

The converts’ dreams are fulfilled, but they remain
isolated from their Catholic neighbors, and are not
truly accepted by other Jews.

75 min. Video or DVD. Sale $295. Video rental $85.

@ JewisH FiM Festiva s, 2007: New York, Los ANGELES,
Vancouver anp ToronTo

Keep on WaLKING

Jostua NeLsoN: THe JEwish GosPEL SINGER

Afilm by Tana Ross, Jesper Sorensen, Freke Vuijst,
and Vibeke Winding

Filmed in Newark, St. Louis, Stockholm and
Jerusalem, this film is a celebration of an exception-
al young man, Joshua Nelson. Joshua, an African
American who is Jewish, transcends the differences
between races and faiths through his music. He is
both an up-and-coming gospel singer in the tradi-
tion of Mahalia Jackson and a Hebrew teacher.

Joshua began singing at 13. His mother remembers
him as an eccentric youth, displaying leadership
qualities from an early age. In this film, he partici-
pates in jozz sessions, concert performances in this
country and abroad and religious observances.
Through his composing, gospel singing and chant-
ing Torah, Joshua is the musical embodiment of
cultural harmony. His rich voice, charismatic per-
sonality, and singular ideas make this a powerful
and inspiring film for all audiences.

53 min. Video or DVD. Sale $295. Video rental $85.

@ PauL Roseson Awarp, Newark Brack FiLMMaKeRs
Festivar, 2002

@ Beruin Jewish Finv Festiva, 2002

& (opeNHAGEN JEwisH FiM FesTivar, 2000

Last Stop Kew GARrDENS

A film by Robert H. Lieberman

“former classmates' reunion furns into vivid recol-
lection...” Newsday

Novelist, filmmaker and Cornell physics professor
Robert H. Lieberman, an Americanized child of
Holocaust survivors, revisits Kew Gardens, which in
the 1940's and 50's was an immigrant “village” a few
subway stops from the heart of New York City.

Kew Gardens was a unique enclave where German
was the first language and Viennese-style bakeries
and butchers lined the streets. This compelling film is
the story of what happened to the next generation,
the children of these refugee residents who had fled
from Europe when Hitler rose to power. With the past
weighing heavily upon them, these children could
not help but feel the pressure to excel in their new
country—and they succeeded.

Appearing in this film are Lieberman’s illustrious
schoolmates of PS 99: Jerry Springer, comedian
Robert Schimmel, Josh _
Brand (creator of “St.
Elsewhere” and “Northern
Exposure”, and the Today
Show’s music critic, Rona
Elliot. We also meet other
dynamic “overachievers,” |-ix
among them a orchestra
conductor, an author, a
lawyer and a historian. All
of them recall a special
community where educa- &
tion was prized and no
resident was a stranger.
Today the population of

this neighborhood has become Asian and Middle
Eastern, and Indian markets have replaced the
older shops with their Tudor facades. Yet the chil-
dren of Kew Gardens ( now parents and grandpar-
ents themselves) remember a place where a gen-
eration of exiles kept one cultural foot in Europe
and looked to their offspring to become genuine
Yankees.

60 min. DVD. Sale $195. Rental $85.

Tue Danis SoLuTioN

Tue Rescue of THE JEws IN DENMARK
Narrated by Garrison Keillor

Written, Directed, Produced by Karen Cantor and
Camilla Kjeerulff, Singing Wolf Documentaries, Inc.

‘A well-made documentary, both moving and
informative.” Annette Insdorf, author, “Indelible
Shadows: Films and the Holocaust”

Sixty years ago the Final Solution was aftempted in
Denmark. The plan was averted — over 95 percent
of the country's Jewish population survived the
war, How and why Jews escaped the Nazis' blue-
print for their extermination is the subject of this
compelling documentary film. Through the very
human testimony of survivors, the story of the
Danish rescue is told with clarity, empathy and
humor. Because what happened in Denmark has
taken on legendary proportions, the filmmakers
have carefully researched the subject, separating
the truths from the myths such as that of the Danish
King wearing the Yellow Star.

In addition to the survivors’ stories, the filmmakers
have interviewed rescuers and scholars. From

members of the resistance to ordinary people
who helped when they saw a need - viewers will
be introduced to courageous people who took
action to save their threatened compatriots. The
film points out the reasons why the Danish Jews
were not freated as harshly by the Nazis as Jews
elsewhere. This story is a fascinating chapter of
Holocaust history.

58 min. Video or DVD. Sale $350. Video rental $95.
@ St. Louts Jewisu FiM Festivar, 2006

& U.S. Horocaust MemoriaL Museum, WasHiNGTON,
D.C., 2003

* %gicrons (noice, Derroir JewisH Fim Festivar,

To order any of these films, please contact:

Fiumaxers Lisrary

124 East 40th Street New York, NY 10016
Tel; 800 5559815  Fax: 212 808-4983
email: info@fiimakers.com




